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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 126  

By  Green 

 

 
A RESOLUTION recognizing Austin Peay State University on its 

progress and advancements over the past five 
years.  

 
 WHEREAS, from time to time, the members of this General Assembly pause in their 

deliberations to recognize those Tennessee institutions of higher learning which, through the 

dedication to excellence and improvement exhibited by their faculties, their leadership, and their 

student bodies, have gained recognition as being among the finest such institutions in the 

country; and 

 WHEREAS, one such institution is Austin Peay State University (APSU) which, over the 

past five years, has made advances in a number of key areas, advances which benefit the 

faculty and staff, the students, and, by extension, the State of Tennessee; and 

 WHEREAS, under the astute leadership of APSU’s president, Dr. Timothy Hall, and 

provost, Dr. Tristan Denley, the university has remained Tennessee’s fastest growing university, 

a position it has held since 2000, and for the second year in a row it has been recognized as the 

fastest improving public university in the State; and 

 WHEREAS, as APSU continues to build toward a brighter future, its commitment to its 

students remains rock-solid.  APSU’s retention and graduation rates are as high as they’ve ever 

been (69.49% and 33.11%, respectively), rates which make the university the most improved 

institution among the four-year schools in the Tennessee Board of Regents and University of 

Tennessee systems; and 

 WHEREAS, as a result of these higher rates, APSU rewarded its highest number of 

degrees on record during the 2011-12 academic year, and the number of degree completions 

has risen by more than 25% over the past five years; and 
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 WHEREAS, APSU has also cultivated an increase in enrollment over the past five years, 

luring students eager to take advantage of the many opportunities presented them, both in and 

out of the classroom.  Enrollment climbed from 9,094 in 2007 to 10,873 in 2011; and 

 WHEREAS, in keeping with its dedication to providing APSU students with the greatest 

opportunities in which to learn and grow, the university has added sixty-two faculty positions 

over the past five years, dropping the faculty-to-student ratio to below twenty even as enrollment 

numbers have continued to climb; and 

 WHEREAS, the university has also added a number of new facilities while improving 

existing facilities.  APSU opened the Austin Peay Center at Fort Campbell in the spring of 2009; 

Honors Commons, the university’s first designated space for high-achieving students, in the fall 

of 2010; the Hemlock Semiconductor Building in September of 2010; and Castle Heights, a new 

student residence, in the fall of 2011.  The university has also broken ground on a new 

residence mall and the Maynard Mathematics and Computer Science Building, and has made 

significant improvements to the Dunn Center and the historic Governors Stadium; and 

 WHEREAS, a leader in many fields and committed to the pursuit of knowledge, APSU 

has seen its research funding nearly double, climbing to more than six-and-one-half million 

dollars over the past five years, has reinstituted the APSU Summer Research Fellows Program, 

and has launched several new researched-based initiatives, including the Office of 

Undergraduate Research and the Graduate Student Research and Creative Activity 

Extravaganza; and 

 WHEREAS, these fundraising efforts were aided in no small part by the launch of The 

Legacy Campaign in 2010.  The Legacy Campaign established many new fundraising initiatives, 

including The Reagan Circle, the Mabry Legacy Campaign, the Mayfield, Wood-Boercker, Sears 

Endowment, The Robertson Endowment, Women in Athletics, the DeWald Endowment, and the 

Dr. Preston Hubbard Scholarship Endowment; and 

 WHEREAS, this increased research funding has enabled several of APSU’s faculty 

members to gain international renown for work in their fields, including art professor Cindy 
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Marsh, who used a summer research fellowship to study papermaking in Tanzania, Africa, and 

Dr. Sergei Markov, associate professor of biology, whose groundbreaking biofuel research has 

been published in more than seventy research publications; and 

 WHEREAS, in addition to its students’ success within the classroom, APSU has also 

enabled a number of its student-athletes to achieve incredible success on the field of play over 

the past five years.  Since 2007, APSU has claimed Ohio Valley Conference (OVC) 

championships in baseball (2007, 2011, and 2012), men’s basketball (2008), women’s 

basketball (2009 and 2010), women’s volleyball (2010), men’s golf (2009), and women’s tennis 

(2010); and 

 WHEREAS, these student-athletes have also pursued excellence within the classroom.  

Since 2007, twenty-two Govs and Lady Govs have earned Academic All-District honors; three 

have gained the distinction of being named as OVC Scholar-Athletes; fifty-nine student-athletes 

have earned the OVC Medal of Honor during the past five years, and the Lady Govs golf team 

earned four straight OVC Academic Achievement team awards.  In addition, two APSU student-

athletes, Jon Clinard and Carrie Burggraf, who won twice, earned the prestigious Steve 

Hamilton Sportsmanship Award;  Ms. Burggraf also became APSU’s fourth first-team Academic 

All-American of the decade; and 

 WHEREAS, these many positive and forward-thinking changes has resulted in an 

improvement in nearly every aspect of life at Austin Peay State University, and these 

improvements have gained much notice throughout the country recently.  In August of 2012, the 

university was the only public university in Tennessee to be named one of the best colleges in 

the nation for which to work by The Chronicle of Higher Education, which also granted APSU 

honors in the categories of Collective Governance, Professional/Career Development 

Programs, Teaching Environment, Confidence in Senior Leadership, and Tenure Clarity and 

Process.  APSU was also named as a “Military Friendly School” by G.I. Jobs magazine and its 

Degree Compass program, a course recommendation program which provides each student 

with personalized recommendations based on that student’s academic transcript, has garnered 

national headlines from such publications as The New York Times and The Chronicle of Higher 

Education; and 
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 WHEREAS, in light of the university’s progress over the past five years, its top-down 

unwavering commitment to excellence in higher learning, its expansion and infrastructure 

projects, and its many forward-thinking advancements which benefit both the faculty and the 

student body it is wholly fitting that this body recognize Austin Peay State University; now, 

therefore,  

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we hereby applaud and congratulate the staff, faculty, and students of 

Austin Peay State University for endeavoring to make their university the best in the State and 

one of the best in the nation, and extend our best wishes for the university’s continued success 

and growth in the future. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we also applaud the university’s president, Dr. 

Timothy Hall, and provost, Dr. Tristan Denley, for their forthright and unshakeable commitment 

to serving the needs of the university, its faculty, its students, and its many noteworthy 

programs.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


